
Older Adult Services Advisory Council 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 8, 2017 – 4:00 PM 
HCS Conference Room B 

 

Members Present: Chair Don Ryan, Samantha Carlson, David Eyke, John Hilliard,   

   Deb Josephson, Kimberly Middleton, Beulah Price,                     

   Kelly Quardokus, Ros Robbert, and Commissioners Mike Quinn  

   and John Gisler (alternate) 

Members Absent: Clinton Lewis 

Staff:    Judy Sivak, Anne Zemlick, Brien Brockway, Janice Bonita,         

   Beth Ridge 

AASA Rep.:   Cindy Albrecht 

Guests:    Joyce Ryan; Sara Wick, MSAC Delegate; Kathryn Hanfland, Aetna 

I. Welcome and Introductions: Chairman Ryan opened the meeting with welcome 

and introductions.  

 

II. Approval of January Minutes:  

Motion  Carried  To Approve the January 2017 Minutes  

Deb Josephson 

Kimberly Middleton 

 

III. Citizen Time: John Gisler explained his position on the Council as a non-voting 

liaison. 

 

IV. Member Time: None 

V. Financial Report: Beth R. reviewed. We are on track. This was a special year 

because as of December 31st we had to spend the entire fund balance. On CFI 

page, 677.00 should be Previously Generated Income, not Program Income. Ros R. 

asked how many extra people were served with the money. Anne Z. replied that 

some persons already receiving services got additional services; some meals were 

purchased. Judy S. added that on Provider page, South County did not spend any 

money in the first quarter for Caregiver Supplemental Services. Also, for Healthy 

Living Programs (HLP), there is deficit indicated at the bottom. This is the program 

that’s in jeopardy. Departments were asked to prioritize their requests for additional 

money, and we came in second within HCS. We are applying for grants, but, they 

are for 1-2 years—not sustainable. Judy explained the programs in HLP are Matter 
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of Balance, Personal Action Toward Health (Chronic Pain and Diabetes), and 

Creating Confident Caregivers—all evidenced based.  

 

Motion   Carried  To Approve the December Financial Report 

      Kimberly Middleton 

      Mike Quinn 

 

VI. Advocacy Report: Judy S. reported there is potentially good news with the 

governor’s budget. He’s recommending $3.6 million more to address the waiting lists 

for in-home services. John G. asked if the other counties track their waiting lists as 

this you do. Judy replied that they do because we are required to.  

 

The KCASI meeting on Feb. 20th will focus on 2017 legislative and advocacy issues 

and voting on the ones they will support. 

David has offered to be the other Michigan Senior Advocates Council delegate (in 

addition to Sara Wick). David said that he’s interested in seeing a focus on issues, 

such as Gov. Snyder’s $3.6 million statewide grant, and that he wants to see that 

services are adequately provided. Chair asked for a voice vote to appoint David 

Eyke to MSAC. All yeas; none opposed. 

Sara added that MSAC had a great meeting in January. They got an update on No-

fault—there’s been a flurry of activity, and that bill will probably be coming up 

again—as well as a synopsis of the energy legislation. She distributed the Celebrate 

Elderhood brochures. She met with all of the Representatives, including Beth Griffin, 

who replaced Aric Nesbitt. All legislators got committee assignments. Brandt Iden 

has a “coffee” on Friday at Feed the World Café. Every Sunday in the Detroit Free 

Press they have all the bills introduced, and there are quite a few relative to seniors. 

Older Michiganians Day is on May 17th. Watching Medicare, Medicaid and Social 

Security. 

VII. Staff Report: Brien B. distributed the 1st quarter “dashboard” report for AAA3A.   

Anne reviewed the CFI portion of the dashboard, including clients served and the 

wait list as of Dec. 31st. CFI has had a busy quarter with trainings. She talked about 

presentations she has made particularly for Hoarding Task Force. Established 

connections with law enforcement, special investigation to look at some of the more 

difficult cases in Kalamazoo. ServiceMaster manages the Hoarding Task Force Web 

site; and many people who don’t know what to do are interfacing with this. Samantha 

asked if the hospitals are participating in the task force, and that from an infectious 

disease perspective, they could assist. Anne said they have Borgess.  
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Judy pointed out where our HLP classes have been; and that I&A calls were up. Deb 

J. asked if all of these would be affected by the deficit. Judy: yes.  

Brien resumed by distributing the first quarter Units, Clients and Demographics 

report and the Narrative Report. The major concern is that South County had not 

spent any money. Kimberly M. said that since hiring Diane Durian South County is 

getting its bearings and sure that’s got something to do with it. Judy responded that 

we’ve been working closely with them. Deb indicated that they have worked with 

Loaves & Fishes. Samantha asked if the school system is engaged in the Caregiver 

Supplemental Services program. Judy: yes, they should be. 

Brien reviewed the Summary Narrative Report. Home delivered meals has a waiting 

list of 225 people and a system of prioritizing services is utilized.  Cindy A. wanted to 

clarify about South County clients and units contracted for and that they didn’t 

provide any services yet? Brien: that’s correct. Judy distributed the flyer for a 

Creating Confident Caregivers class in April at CentraCare who offered to provide 

free respite care, which helps our budget. 

Matter of Balance coach training is being held the 29& 30 of March—half day each. 

Judy is pleased that our Investigative Teams Coordinator, Anji Phillips, starts 

Monday.  

Dave Carroll who often attended our OASAC meetings is no longer employed at 

Senior Services. That position is not going to be replaced.  

Judy asked if this group would like to hear a presentation by Michael Evans about 

the Kalamazoo Literacy Council, which was supported.  

Other Business: Celebrate Elderhood 

Anne reported on the recognitions and awards committee. They have identified 68 

centenarians. And we have interviewed 4 thanks to Public Television network. We 

hope you (OASAC) can attend the Centenarian Luncheon April 21st at the 

Kalamazoo Country Club. The invitation/registration form was distributed. 5th grade 

essay writing contests are going forward. Some of the school principals had not 

gotten any of the initial information. Our previous employee, who is now 

volunteering, Ann Rozsi, called all of them. The awards committee is looking for 

nominations from businesses or organizations so whenever you see a business 

doing really good work, employing best practices, give them a brochure. Celebrate 

Brochures were distributed.   

Judy reported that the invitation went out to the list of dignitaries except the County 

Commissioners as she is waiting for approval from administration. Judy has reached 

out to the Governor with a “save the date” for the May 18th event.  
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We will have a special tribute for all of the 100+ year olds, even those who cannot 

attend, that Rep. Hoadley is putting together. Judy distributed an event not in our 

brochure that will be held by Parchment Library. Judy met with the Kalamazoo 

Nature Center who will work on something, too. Judy is presenting to the next 

Professionals Focused on Aging, and at the Vicksburg Rotary this month. Don’t 

forget the March 9th 4:00 PM Reading Together discussion on the aging chapter of 

Writings on the Wall here at HCS; no reservation needed. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar will 

be at Miller Auditorium 7:00–9:00 PM on Tuesday, March 14, and it’s free.  

Don Ryan asked this Council to Celebrate Elderhood and give a donation, and he 

appreciates everybody’s participation. 

David apologized for not being able to prepare for the review of an article in the 

policy edition of “Generations” magazine, and plans on it for next time.  Said there 

were a lot of interesting topics in that magazine.  Ros R. said she would also review 

an article and report. 

Motion   Carried  To Adjourn at 5:00 PM 

      Deb Josephson 

      Kimberly Middleton 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Bonita 


